The Family Reunion

Agatha

Thus with most careful devotion*
*&> Thus with precise attention

To detail, interfering preparation

Of that which is already prepared

Men tighten the knot of confusion

Into perfect misunderstanding,

Reflecting a pocket-torch of observation

Upon each other's opacity

Neglecting all the admonitions

From the world around the corner

The wind's talk in the dry holly-tree
200 The inclination of the moon

The attraction of the dark passage

The paw under the door.

Chorus
(Ivy, Violet, Gerald and Charles)

Why do we feel embarrassed, impatient, fretful, ill at
ease,

Assembled like amateur actors who have not been as-
signed their parts?

Like amateur actors in a dream when the curtain rises, to
find themselves dressed for a different play, or having
rehearsed the wrong parts,

Waiting for the rustling in the stalls, the titter in the dres!
circle, the laughter and catcalls in the gallery?

Charles

I might have been in St. James's Street, in a comfortable
chair rather nearer the fire.

Ivy

I might have been visiting Cousin Lily at Sidmouth, if I
had not had to come to this party,
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